Accumulated wisdom about building Mouse-style boats





- The Mouse family is designed to be easy to build, even for woodbutchers - and the designer has large woodbutcherish tendencies. Observant woodbutchers will note that there are no hard joints - not even halving joints - and it is worth remembering that most errors and gaps can be covered up with a little epoxy and tape if necessary.





- Mark out the sheet material with care - and check your work at least once. This is only the old carpenter's rule about measuring twice and cutting once, but it's still relevant when marking out ply for a boat. I'd say, that it's also worth measuring the dimensions that are supposed to be the same, such as the width of the lower chines at the bow and the bottom of the stem panel - and similarly for each frame and station along the bottom chines right back to the transom.





- This boat is built by stitch and tape. There are some excellent tutors on this on the Web - follow them and you'll be all right. However, always tie with the knotty side on the outside of the hull, and fillet and tape the inside of the boat first. Don't believe people who say that it's ok to tape the outside first - they are in thrall to the diabolic powers, and the result will be much messier – believe me, I know from experience. So… fillet and tape the inside first, then cut off the ties on the outside and make a neat taping job on the hull's exterior. 





- Mice have easy curves and you won't have to tie at every six inches. Start off by stitching close to each station and then add whatever additional stitches are required.





- Cable ties are great for this job, but don't use the tiny ones, as they slide off. Don't worry about making slightly larger holes than you'd like in order to accommodate the ties, as they will likely be covered over by your epoxy - the holes need be no further than a quarter of an inch (6mm) from the panel's edge, and no nearer.





- The hull will need to be doubled or trebled at various points to allow various fittings to be attached, including chain plates for the shrouds and forestays, and the steering oarlock or rudder pintles. The points to reinforce are on the sides near the bows, the upper part of the sides between the first frame and the second (midships) frame, and the central area of the stern where the steering oar lock or rudder pintles will fit.





- If you’re building a Flying Mouse, thoroughly protect the inside of the centreboard before fitting. The centreboard I’m currently making for my boat has been treated with Cuprinol (the sort that is designed to be painted over) and primer, and will receive a coat or two of paint before it is finally fitted.





- A boatbuilder can never have too many clamps. However, the easy curves of the boat enabled me to use clothes pegs for adding the fine gunwales (I intend to add more attractive outer gunwales after decking.)














